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the King's death, the successor to the crown of
Hanover. The Georges were all Kings of Great
Britain and of Hanover, and the Hanoverian crown
descended in the male line only. What might not
happen, it was asked, if the guardianship of the young
princess were suddenly to be left, in the event of the
King's death, to the care of her eldest uncle, the Duke
of Cumberland ? Men believed the Duke of Cum-
berland capable of anything. We shall see later on
how there spread through England a strong con-
viction that the Duke of Cumberland was putting
himself at the head of an organised conspiracy to
alter the succession, and assume the crown himself.
This fear had not, at that time, taken a shape so
definite, even in the minds of alarmists, as it after-
wards came to bear. But even then popular opinion
was ready to believe in the possibility of any dark
deed being sanctioned by the Duke of Cumberland.
Even those who were not alarmists, and were not
disposed to exaggerate the demerits of the Duke of
Cumberland, kept asking what was to happen if on
the King's death he were to betake himself to his
kingdom of Hanover, and try to organise conspiracies
there. Every one knows how hated in England
became the very name of Hanover during the reigns
of George Land II. ; how the people believed that
every English interest was sacrificed by the Sove-
reign's love for his Hanoverian crown, and how jealous
and impatient public opinion had become in these
countries. There were, indeed, not a few who would
have been well contented if the Duke of Cumberland,
on succeeding to the Hanoverian throne, were to go